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FARM FINANCE CONCESSIONAL LOAN SCHEME 
Statement 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [9.45 pm]: Last week in the business pages of The West 
Australian there was an article headed “Loan Cash Goes Begging—Farmer fury as $17m aid left unspent”. I read 
further and the article revealed that more than $17 million that had been allocated to help WA farmers will be 
returned to commonwealth coffers after the state government imposed tough conditions on access to the 
concessional loan package. I have checked this figure, and it is somewhat overstated; I will come back to that. 

I come from one of the oldest farming families in this state and my parents are still living on their family farm. I 
take a keen interest in the people on the land, and I had hoped that this matter would have been handled much 
better than it has been. I have many constituents who have farming backgrounds and who are currently farming. 
Many of them have contacted me, and one family in particular is Derek and Beth Dilkes, who farm at Catterick. 
They are incensed at the thought of this money being returned to the commonwealth government. I share their 
concern.  

The Minister for Agriculture and Food, Hon Ken Baston, inherited these conditions and I know that he has 
negotiated very strongly on behalf of Western Australia. He has increased the amount of funding allocated per 
person. The state government has gone wrong in setting the bar so high that it has made it virtually impossible 
for people on the land to apply. From what I gather, no other state had such strict criteria, or at least had different 
criteria, for accessing this money. Indeed, they all received more money than Western Australia did. If the 
Department of Agriculture and Food knew that applications were not coming in from Western Australia, one 
wonders why it did not investigate the problem. I am sure it would have been told. It was stated in the same 
article that only 39 applications for up to $200 000 were received, meaning that a maximum of only $7.8 million 
will be allocated from Western Australia’s $25 million pool for the financial year. I now know that the real 
figure is 42 applications, and halfway through this process Hon Ken Baston increased the amount to $400 000, 
so he effectively doubled the amount. We may therefore see farmers receive up to $400 000; that is what they 
have applied for. This means that it will not be a figure of $17 million going back to the commonwealth 
government, but it will still be a substantial figure. 

The restrictions were too great, including refusing to allow farmers to use 4.5 per cent loans to buy chemicals or 
fertilisers, or to restructure their debts. Many other gates were also closed on them. Dale Park, president of the 
Western Australian Farmers Federation, has said that it is staggering that the state government had allowed funds 
to go begging, and I am of the same opinion. The other states did not have such stringent criteria, so why did 
Western Australia? The former federal Labor government did not help with its handling of the aid package in the 
first place, and I recognise that it takes time for a new government to set up a new system. I am hopeful that the 
federal Minister for Agriculture, Barnaby Joyce, will do that, but it seems from the article that he has ruled out 
Western Australia retaining these funds. I know that Hon Ken Baston is having talks with the federal 
government on this matter, and for what it is worth, I am also going to contact the federal minister. 

No moneys should ever be sent back to the commonwealth government coffers. That money could have helped 
farmers restructure their debts or help to put a crop in. It is totally embarrassing for our state when Western 
Australia farmers have to call for the Queensland authorities to administer WA’s share of a separate $280 million 
loan scheme for drought-affected farmers. That is ludicrous. We should and can administer our own loan 
funding. That is shameful. What is more shameful is that the federal minister agrees, because he is unhappy with 
the department’s handling of this package. What is wrong with our Department of Agriculture and Food that our 
farmers want another state to administer our funds? I find this embarrassing. The Minister for 
Agriculture and Food has done his utmost to work with the federal government. Farmers groups were 
complaining about the stringent criteria, and it seems to me the industry was not listened to by the department. 
One could use the analogy that the money was there for anybody to apply for, and so it was; however, when 
those criteria are so stringent that applications cannot be made, we need to change those criteria. It will be 
absolutely disgraceful if this state has lost millions of dollars when that money could have been directed to the 
people on the land who need it most. I noticed in question time today that Hon Ken Baston will to try to get 
those millions rolled over into the next $25 million pool. It is incumbent on all rural MPs to help him do that by 
contacting Hon Barnaby Joyce, the federal Minister for Agriculture. 

I go back to what I said before that it is shameful that WA farmers have called for Queensland to administer the 
$280 million loan scheme for drought-affected farmers. Western Australia can easily do that. We used to be held 
up as having a very good Department of Agriculture and Food, and I believe that we still have, but I think that 
the criteria need to be changed. Our Minister for Agriculture and Food is strong and is determined to work with 
the federal government. I hope that Barnaby Joyce comes to the party and allows those millions, whether 
$8 million or $10 million—it certainly will not be $17 million—to be rolled back into the $25 million pool for 
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the next round for our farmers, because we certainly do not need any Western Australian money going back to 
the commonwealth. That is beyond belief. 

The PRESIDENT: I give the call to Hon Martin Aldridge in view of the fact that it is his birthday. 
 


	FARM FINANCE CONCESSIONAL LOAN SCHEME
	Statement


